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CIRCULAR. 


American Missionary Association. 
61 John Street. 


—_—— 17 1865 


Deir. L bat... 
Cl. A tA Sete C2. late having made 


application for a Yommission as a teacher of the Freedmen, has referred us 
to yourself for a testimonial of h e_ fitness for the work. We need not — 
assure you of the very great importance of sending none on this mission, 
‘concerning whom there is any reasonable doubt of their qualifications. Nor 
is there any need of ‘sending such, for we have probably twice as many 
applications as we have places. We certainly should\send only the best. 
Will you aid us, in this responsible matter of selection, by reading the 
accompanying Circular, and then ipform us, conscientiously and confidentially, 
whether, in your judgment, M A . has, in a marked degree, the 
_ necessary qualifications for thé work. Ofcourse none but ourselves need 
to know the, purport of your reply. 

GEO. WHIPPLE, 


tc Secs. 
M. E. STRIEBY, 


N.B. A\l correspondence should be directed to Rev. Samuex Hunt, at 
these Rooms. 
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{70s} GENESEE CONFERENCE 


/ 


Hissionarn Soviety, 


OF THe 


AFRIAGAN M. E. CHURCH. 


Board of Nonagers + 


Presipent—Rey. JAS. H. SMITH, of Ithaca, N. Y. 
SecreraRy—Rev. WM. SANFORD, of Little Falls, N. Y. 
Rev. JOHN THOMAS, 
Rev. B. MACK ALL, 
Rev. k. T. ESTEPT, 
Rev. J. W. LOGUEN, Genera. AGeEnt, Syracuse, N. Y. 


-+— >? 


In the providence of God, through the war which is now. being 
waged in this land, thousands of the colored population have 
bern converted from the condition of slaves to that of freemen. 
While a great deal is being done by other Religious Organiza- 
tions and Associations, to improve and educate them, we feel 
that as a people, we should share in the labors. and rewards of 
this glorious work. The Conference having calls for Missiona- 
ries and preachers without the means of sustaining them, it be- 
comcs necessary to appeal to the friends of the cause for assis- 
tance. And that the results aimed at may be attained, we have 
appointed as our’General Agent, the well known and tried friend 
of his race, Rev. J. W. Locuen, of Syracuse, who is a member 
of the African M. E. Genesee Conference, to which our Missiona- 
ry Society is amenable. Bro. Loguen, will travel and collect 
moneys for the above object, and we trust the friends every- 
where will receive him kindly, and lend a helping hand in our 
efforts to elevate our long oppressed our down trodden people. 
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GEO. WHIPPLE, 


1 Gor. Shea 


M. E. STRIEBY, 


ACTION OF THE COUNCIL. 


From an interesting account given by Rev. Dr. Dutton, of the proceedings of 
Council, we extract the following : 


“To the American Missionary Association, which, by its fidelity to 
the mistiaal interests of. the negro race, and by its zealous and éomprehienatee labors 
for the education and religious instruction of the Freedmen, is peculiarly and provi- 
dentially prepared for the work of their evangelization, the Council recommended the 
contribution of $250,000.” 

(The three sums recommended by Council to be raised by the churches, amount 
to $750,000; three quarters of a million.) “There was a feeling that special means 
should be devised for securing its contribution by the churches. Accordingly a com- 
mittee was appointed for the purpose. The report was awaited with much anxiety, 
and when it was presented.and acted upon, the scene was one of absorbing interest 
and solemn devotion.” . . . “It closed its fervent presentation of the subject by 
a series of resolutions, recommending that each of the societies named in the report of 
the committee on evangelization, should use, according to its discretion and enterprise, 
every effort to increase its own funds to the amount mentioned ; promising hearty co- 
operation with the officers and agents of those societies in securing contributions to 
that amount.”. | | 

The report was accepted. . . . ‘Rev. Mr. Webb, of Boston, moved that by 
the vote the members of the Council should personally pledge themselves to God, and 
to one another, faithfully to carry out, in their several spheres of action, these resolu- 
tions; which motion passed unanimously. The question was then put by the modera- 
tor, Gov. Buckingham, in.a‘subdued and solemn voice, amid such stillness that the 
dropping of a pin might have been heard ; and the whole Council rose as one man.” 

“At the close of this passage in the history of the National Council, there were 
many full hearts and tearful eyes; and there was the general and joyful conviction 
that the success of as chief practical measure was secured.” 


— § 750.000! 
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ACTION OF THE COUNCIL. 


From an interesting account given by Rev. Dr. Dutton, of the proceedings of 
Council, we extract the following : 


“To the American Missionary Association, which, by its fidelity to 
the suteteand interests of the negro race, and by its zealous and comprehendie labors 
for the education and religious instruction of the Freedmen, is peculiarly and provi- 
dentially prepared for the work of their evangelization, the Cotncil recommended the 
contribution of $250,000.” 

(The three sums recommended by Council to be raised by the churches, amount 
to $750,000, three quarters of a million.) “There was a feeling that special means 
should be devised for securing its contribution by the churches. . Accordingly a com- 
mittee was appointed for the purpose. The report was awaited with much anxiety, 
and when it was presented and acted upon, the scene was one of absorbing interest 
and solemn devotion.” . . . ‘It closed its fervent presentation of the subject by 
a series of resolutions, recommending that each of the societies named in the report of 
the committee on evangelization, should use, according to its discretion and enterprise, 
every effort to increase its own funds to the amount mentioned ; promising hearty co- 
operation with the officers and agents of those societies in securing contributions to 
that amount.”. | 

The report was accepted... . . “ Rev. Mr. Webb, of Boston, moved that by 
the vote the members of the Council should personally pledge themselves to God, and 
to one another, faithfully to carry out, in their several spheres of action, these resolu- 
tions ; which motion passed unanimously. The question was then put by the modera- 
tor, Gov. Buckingham; in a subdued: and. solemn voice, amid such stillness that the 
dropping of a pin might have been heard ; and the whole Council rose as one man.” 

“At the close of this passage in the history of the National Council, there were 
many full hearts and tearful eyes; and there was the, general and joyful conviction 
that the success of as chief practical measure was secured.” 
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60 Nassau St., New York, Kaphind 2544 
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Tue Board of Managers of the American Bible Society, rejoicing in the 
return of peace and in the resumption of their work in our whole country, 
send greeting to the friends of the Bible, and respectfully present the fol- 
lowing brief statement and appeal: ee z 

Regarding the war’ as only a temporary barrier to. their work, on the 
11th of July, 1861, it was “Resotved, That the Board of Managers do not see 
cause to make any alteration in their practice or policy in regard to supply- 
ing Auxiliary Societies.” 

This related particularly to Auxiliaries in the Southern States. The 
Board have sacredly endeavoured to keep this resolution in its letter and 
spirit. Throughout the conflict of four long years, they have preserved the 
original character of the Institution, as, at once, national and catholic, Amer- 
ican and Christian. While nearly‘all of our Auxiliaries in the South have 
been shut off from us by the war, their names and accounts still stand in the 
Annual Reports of the Society as they did in 1861. 

During the war, but principally within the past two years, frequent and 
large grants of Bibles and Testaments have been cheerfully made for gratui- 
tous distribution among the armies and people of the Southern States. These 
amount in the aggregate to more than three hundred thousand volumes, Of 
these, we specify the following: 

Twenty thousand volumes for Gen. Joseph E. Johnson’s Army, before the 
fall of Vicksburg; 25,000 to the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board; 
50,000 for Gen. Bragg’s Army, after the battles of Chattanooga and Lookout 
Mountain; 100,000 for North Carolina troops and people, donated to the 
Board of Army Colportage of that State; 50,000 to the Trans-Mississippi 
Army. Added to these at various times were miscellaneous grants of many 
thousands of volumes to the Rev. Drs. Sampson, Stiles, Taylor, Leyburn, 
Moore; Rev. Mr. Kepler, and others, for distribution by themselves, or insti- 
tutions represented by them. No application of the kind that was properly 
endorsed has ever been refused. he 

The chief difficulty has been that of transporting and delivering these 
grants beyond the military lines of the contending armies. Any misunder- 
standing which has arisen from this fact, respecting the action and spirit of 
this Society, may be relieved by the facts just stated. The government of the 
United States, the Secretaries of War and of the Treasury, commanding Gener- 
als and subordinate officers, have cheerfully aided by military and custom- 
house permits and public conveyances, in the transmission of many thou- 
sands of these volumes which have been distributed to those for whom they 
were designed. The Maryland and Memphis Bible Societies and the U. 8. 
Christian Commission have been specially active in the work of forwarding 
the cases containing the books. But notwithstanding all this, there were 
delays, and in some cases failure, over which we had no control, in accom- 
plishing this desired object. Since the close of the war a number of boxes 
have been discovered at Norfolk, Richmond, and elsewhere, which, with the 
balance that. has not yet been sent from the Bible House, have been or will 
yet be.transmitted to their destination among the destitute people of the 
regions for which they were given—now that the armies have been 
broken up. 
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Besides the grants abovenamed, tens of thousands of prisoners of war 
have been furnished with Testaments, and thousands of them with Bibles, 
during their confinement at the North. Full statements of these facts may 
be found in the printed Reports of the Society and Bible Society Record. 

' With this record . thé ~Awerican Bible Society now stands ready to do 
what it can to furnish‘the det nd the Southern States with the Word of 
Life. Applications already récpixéd exhibit the painful destitution which 
prevails. From:Texas‘te the Borjler’. States the appeal is uniformly the same 
—that of great ‘want, accompanied: by all the desolation, poverty, and suffer- 
ing which now feign over that vast,territory. 

To meet the'‘appalling destitutioy which has been so suddenly brought 
home to our ddars, eye ext effort will be made to secure an efficient 
system of distribktioh":and “Supply, by means of liberal grants of books, 
agencies, Bible committeés} AUxili ies, ecclesiastical and voluntary religious 
and benevolent institutions that are labouring there. Our purpose is to sup- 
ply the entire population-ef fhe South, irrespective of colour, just as rapidly” 
as Providence shall open the way and give us the means and the men for its 
accomplishment. 

The necessitv for this great work is evident. For the restoration of civil 
overnment, for tle purification of society, for the religious life of the nation, 
or union and unity in church and State, we would rally the whole country 

again around the standard of the Word of God. It is the Tree of Life, whose 
leaves are for the healing of the nation. 

The war has put the stamp of nationality upon our precious Bible. No 
other book has been so much in demand, none so thoroughly used in all the 
opposing armies as “the New Testament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” The return of peace already is adding strange glory to its marvel- 
lous ew: Four millions of freed people, and millions more of the white 
race—all alike destitute—are pleading for the Bible as their first and great- 
est spiritual want. We can neglect them only at our peril. These are the 
special features of the work before us—in the altered condition of the 
country as the war has left it. To all who will co-operate heartily with the 
Society in these great movements of Christian evangelization we bid a 
cheerful welcome. 

Providence has plainly ordained that we shall be one people, with one 
government, one civilization, one Bible, one Christian faith and destiny. 

The work to which we invite the friends of the Bible is vast and difficult, 
and will require large resources; but it is hopful, vital, providential, and 
therefore it is the great duty of the American Bible Society at this ‘hour. 
The Board of Managers have most appropriately set this apart as the special 
object of their care in our own country during this Jubilee year of the So- 
ciety. Shall it not be made a monument of thankfulness to Him who “ mak- 
eth peace in our borders,” and who will ever “magnify his Word above all 
his name?” 

We invite the co-operation of all Christian people in the hallowed Cause. 
The sacred purity of the work, the delightful associations of years gone by, 
the hopes that struggle through the trials of the time, the present and pro- 
spective missionary power of a land. that has been so fearfully “smitten of 
God and afflicted,” and all the high motives that spring from the cross of 
our triumphant Saviour and from the promise of the Holy Spirit, urge this 
appeal. “The Word of God is not bound.” The trumpets of our Jubilee 
year are in full harmony with the harps of peace. A half century of active 
service in the Cause is crowned with unparalleled blessings upon the holy 
Book. Will not every one that loves it pray, and give, and labour, “that 
the Word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified ?” 


JOSEPH HOLDICH, 

WILLIAM J. R. TAYLOR, 
, on: 3 3 wee Corresponding Secretaries. 
Bratz Hovusz, New York, August, 1865. . 
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She Caitial Cons 


VA the a 
Sendeth Greetin 
/prether: J 


Dear Breqaens The Semi-Annual Meeting of the New York and Brooklyn Associa- 
tion was appointed to be held in this Church, Wednesda, Nov. Ist, at 10 o'clock. It was 
thought desirable in connection with this to call a Conterence of the Churches for social 
and religions purposes, like those we have enjoyed at Morrisania, Harlem, F lushing and the 
State Street Congregational Church of this city. 


Treasuring the most pleasing recollections of those gatherings, it is our privilege to in- 
vite your Church, represented by its Pastor or acting Pastor, with one or two delegates, to 
meet the brethren of the Churches named below in fraternal concourse, at 10 o’clock on 
Thursday Morning, Nov. 2nd, at the Central Congregational Church, corner of Ormond 
Place and Jefferson street. 


The object of these Conferences is to promote mutual acquaintance, cement friendships 
already established, consult for the advancement of Christ’s kingdom, and discuss the most 
practical questions which meet us in our common work. | 

The morning session will therefore be devoted to consideration of the subject : 

“ Expository Preaching ; tts place, methods and value in pulpit ministrations.” 


The afternoon session will be occupied in deliberation upon “ The necessity, limita- 
tions and rewards of Pastoral work. 


At 5 o’clock, the Lord’s Supper will be administered. 
At 6 o’clock, a Collation will be served in the Lecture Room by the Ladies. 


Ample entertainment has been provided for all Pastors, with their wives and delegates, 
during the two days of Association and Conference, and for any who may desire to remain 


over night. ) 


BretureN: Synods devote a week cheerfully to their meetings ; General Assemblies 
hold their sessions for a fortnight. Shall we give two days grudgingly? Will you not 
make a special effort to be present ¢ You shall receive a cordial Christian welcome. 


In behalf of the Church, 
J. CLEMENT FRENCH, 
CHARLES HOLT, 
WILLIAM J. MUNN. 


The Churches invited are as follow : 


Broapway TABERNACLE, / 
CENTRE STREET Mission, ~ 
PLyMoUTH, — 
Cnurcu oF THE Prterms, 2): 
CLinton AVENUE, 

W arRREN Street Mission, 
St. Paut’s, 

BEDFORD, 

UnIon, 

Eim Piaczr, — 

STATE STREET. 


CENTRAL. 


New ENGLAND, 
Sours, 

WELCH, . 
East Brooktyn, 
,ocHESTER AVENUE Mission, 
First CONGREGATIONAL, OF WILLIAMSBURGH. 
First “ 


First ‘6 


“ Jersey Ciry, 
‘“ ORANGE VALLEY. 


CoNnGREGATIONAL CuurCcH oF FLUSHING, 


CoNGREGATIONAL . ‘“ MorriIsANIA, 
CONGREGATIONAL " “ HARLEM, 
CONGREGATIONAL * *¢ W ooDHAVEN, 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF ExizaBpetu, N. J. 


The following Ministers are also invited : 


Rev. MILTON BADGER, D D. 
Rev. HENRY BELDEN, 

Rev. DAVID COE, D.D. 

Rev. HENRY B. ELLIOTT, 
Rev. JOHN E. BRAY, 


Rev. DANIEL LANCASTER, 
Rev. JOHN MARSH, D.D. 
Rev. B. N. MARTIN, 

Rev. ALMON UNDERWOOD, 
Rev. GEORGE WHIPPLE, 


Rev. A. PETERS, D.D. 


Take the Fulton Avenue Cars, and stop at Ormond Place. 


All money letters, and letters concerning packages of clothing, tc., should be addressed to 
« W. £. Whgting, 61 John Street, New-York. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICE, TELEGRAPH BUILDINGS, 145 BROADWAY, COR. LIBERTY ST., NEW-YORK. 
Auxiliary Offices, St. Nicholas Hotel, Astor House, No, 33 Pearl St. and Hudson River R. R.sDepots, 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS ON WHICH MESSAGES ARE RECEIVED BY THIS COMPANY FOR TRANSMISSION. 

The public are notified that, in order to guard against mistakes in the transmission of m every message of importance ought to be repeated sent back 
station at which it is to be received to the station from which it is originally sent. Half the usual price for transmission will be charged for repeating Pryor. re, and orn oe 

Company will, as heretofore use every precaution to ensure correctness, it will not be responsible for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery of repeated messages beyond: 
an amount exceeding five hundred times the amount paid for sending the message, nor will it be responsible for mistakes or delays in the transmission of unrepested messages from 
whatever cause they ise, nor for delays arising from interruptions in the workings of its telegraphs, nor for any mistake or omission of any other company over whose lines 

@ message is to be he place of destination. All messages will hereafter be x B by this company for transmission subject to the above conditions,  —_ 
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NEW YORK 


RATIONAL FREEDMAN'S RELIEF 


Wo.” 76. FOHN: oT RE RE 


= 


‘ Hee aul 
f FRANCIS GEO. SHAW, President. 
Rev. W. G. HAWKINS, Cor. Sec’ mere: Teachers’ Com. 


~  Qur National Freedmen will need relief during the coming winter to a greater extent 


than ever before. 

While those who have longest enjoyed the blessings of liberty are mostly self-support- 
ing, and ask only to be aided in the education of themselves and their children, the com- 
munities in which they live have been largely increased by recent refugees from slavery, 
principally women and children, in a state of absolute destitution ; and, in the region before 
closed to us, the lateness of the season at which peace was restored prevented, in many ¢ases, 
the: planting of the usual crops, and the organization of labor on a free basis. Other causes, 
which need not here be enumerated, have contributed to swell the number of those who 
must receive assistance, or perish during the coming winter. Food sufficient to sustain life 
will be provided by Government, but clothing, equally necessary, must be furnished by 
Christian charity. 

The extent of the destitution, and the innumerable calls for aid from all parts of the 
South, render all attempts at statistics absolutely useless. We can only say, that how much. 


aro tae isa tai a achaanala a atl ; Me See 


soever we may do; it will not, it can not, be enough ; and we ask all benevolent men and 


women to exert themselves to the utmost to meet this present emergency, believing that 
nearly all the freed people, who shall be enabled to pass through this crisis, will be self- 
supporting, before the lapse of another year. 

We need especially Women and Children’s Dresses and Underclothing (the dresses 
should be made of strong woolen material, rather than calico, being for winter use) ; 
Woolen stockings of all sizes; Bed-quilts or Comfortables and Sheets for single beds; 
Towels and Handkerchiefs.* 


* These Articles should be packed in strong boxes or barrels, marked ‘“N. Y. N. F. R. A., 76 John Street, 
New York ;” also, on each box or barrel, the name of the place whence it is sent, and the name of the person or 
Society sending it. Send a list of its contents in each package, and a duplicate of the same, by mail, to E. C. 

. Estes, Business Agent. 


Treasurer, 40 Wall ice: New York, while all letters relatmg to the Women’s crustal 
should be addressed to 


MISS ELLEN COLLINS, 
Com. on Correspondence, 22 Bible House. 


HEADQUARTERS, ASSISTANT ComMISSIONER, Bureau Rergages, 


setae 
Axsanponep Lanps, Sourn Carona AND): GEORGIAL. 
bi okies os a ; 
CHARLESTON, S. "Cn . October A 


\ { | 
Me. Francis G. Suaw, President N. Y. National Freedman’s Relief Association. 3 

My Dear Sir:—I deem it my duty to call your attention to the fact that dren necsitagen , of i dostitnta 
persons, for whose protection this Bureau was established, call again for the benevolence of the Nortlr. 
Unless clothing of all kinds is furnished, there must be great suffering and loss of life during the 
inclement season now approaching. The means at the disposal of the Freedmen’s Bureau are entirely 
inadequate to meet the pressing demands of destitute humanity. Blankets, woolen shirts, pantaloons, 
women and children’s underciothing and dresses, and shoes and stockings, of all sizes, are needed. 

Great portions of these two States have been desolaied and laid waste by the late war. Industry 
has been interrupted, and over large districts entirely suspended, and thousands of people are utterly destitute. 
85,000 blankets are needed in South Carolina and on the Sea Islands alone. Every necessary article 
of wearing apparel, which you can send, will be the means of saving some one from suffering. Great 
care will be used in the distribution of the clothing and supplies sent, as an officer will be specially 
appointed to acknowledge the receipt of articles, and attend to their distribution. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. SAXTON, 
Brev't Maj. Gen., Ass’t Commission, 


The foregoing appeal, from one long acquainted with the field, included in his communication, will convey 
some idea of what must be the condition of almost innumerable multitudes, at the South, during the coming 
winter, unless an early and liberal response be made to this call. We beg for the earnest and immediate 
co-operation of all friends of humanity, everywhere, in this work of pressing necessity. 
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All money letters, and letters concerning packages of clothing, &c., should be addressed to 
W. £. Whiting, 61 John Street, New- York. ‘ge? 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
B. 8.—Mr. John Remington Mills, M.P. i 
The letter in which Dr. J. P. Thompson described | 
the operations of the American Missionary Society | 
appeared in the Patriot of September 14. , 
We have received various letters from Ireland on | 
subjects affecting the religious condition of that 
country which we must insert as we have oppor- | 
tunity. The writers must be good enough to accept | 
this general acknowledgment for the present. / 
“An Anti-Sectarian Congregationalist” complains | 
that one of the speakers at the meeting on Con- 
gregational principles at Bristol repeatedly called 
Congregationalism “a sect.” ‘X. Y. Z.” com- 
plains that Independent ministers do not preach 
Millenarianism ; but for the letters of these and 
other malcontents we have no room. 


Among the contributors to our columns are the Revs. ;_ 
Henry Atton, T. Binney, J. Batpwin Brown, 
B.A., G. W. Conprr, R. W. Datz, M.A., A. M. |) 
Henperson, E. Mutton, M.A. J. B. Paton, |) 
M.A., H. W. Parxinson, H. R. Reynoups, B.A., | 
J. G. Rogers, B.A., Dr. Spenoz, Joun Sroven- |) 
ton, G. Smiru, D.D., &., &e. : 
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LONDON, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1868, 
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FREEDMEN’S AID Sooretres.—The Rev. J. O. Hol- 
brook, of New York, who has been deputed by the 
American Missionary Society, to assist in’ ering 
contributions in this country for the en, re- |. 
quests us to state that he is ready to visit any , 
tion who may be desirous of having information on the 
subject, and that he may be heard of at 11, Queen’s- 
square, W.C. The scope and operations of thé 
American Missionary Society, were described in Dr. 
J. P. Thompson’s last letter, which appeared in our 
columns on Sept. 14. 
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BROOKLYN, December 4, 1865. 


DEAR SIR: 


You are particularly requested to attend a meeting of citizens, to be held 
at the Rooms of the Historical Society, corner Court and Joralemon Streets, on 


Monday evening, the 11th inst., at 74 o’clock, to encourage by your presence, and 


aid by your counsel, the Committee appointed to the work of CHARITY, pre- 


sented in the accompanying address. 


The Committee will use every effort to make the occasion an interesting 
one, by securing gifted speakers—announcing their names, if possible, in the 


papers of the day. 


A. A. LOW, Chairman, 
H. B. CLAFLIN, 

GEO. S. STEPHENSON, 
J. 8. T. STRANAHAN, 
THEO. TILTON, 
DAVID M. STONE, 


EXECUTIVE. COMMITTEE. 
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G WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH CO. | 


| PRINCIPAL OFFICE, TELEGRAPH BUILDINGS, 145 BROADWAY, COR. LIBERTY ST., NEW-YORK. 
xiliary Offices, St. Nicholas Hotel, Astor House, No, 33 Pearl St. and Hudson River R. R. Depots. 


st TERMS AND CONDITIONS ON WHICH MESSAGES ARE RECEIVED BY THIS COMPANY FOR TRANSMISSION. 
i 
| 


The yatiic are notified that, in order to guard against mistakes in the transmission of messages, every message of importance ought to be repeated by being sent back from the 
station at which it is to be received to the station from which it is origimally sent. Ilalfthe usual price for transmission will be charged for repeating the message, and while this 
Compai:y wit; as heretofure use every precaution to cusure correctness, it will not be responsible for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery of repeated messages be 
an amoum cxeeeding five hundred times the nmount paid for sending the message, nor will it be responsible for mistakes or delays in the transmission of unrepeated messages from 
whatever cavae may arise, nor for delays arising from interruptions in the workings of its telegraphs, nor for any mistake or omission of any other company over whose lines 
& messafe se}.t to reach the place of destination. All messages will hereafter be received by Pi oe for transmission subject to the above conditions. 
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AMERICAN UNION COMMISSION, 


14 Brste Howse. 


Ons MPD LPB PLO LOLOL LLLP AA ee RA 


, his Commission ‘‘is constituted for the purpose of aiding and co-operating with the people of those portions of the 
United States which have been desolated and impoverished by the war, in the restoration of their civil and social condition, 


mon the basis of industry, education, freedom, and Christian morality.”’ 
_> 


Bev. Jos. P. Tuompson, D.D., Pres. A. V. Stout, Esq., 7reas. ~ Rev. Lyman AssBort, Cor. Sec. 
Shoe and Leather Bank, : 14 Bible House. 
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Union Leacur Crvus-Hovsz, 
December 21st, 1865. 


Dear Sr: | 

Ar a meeting of the Unton Leacue Cruz, on Thursday evening, December 14th, 1863; the 
undersigned were appointed a Committee of the Club to co-operate with the New York National 
Freedman’s Relief Association. In pursuance of such appointment we beg leave to call your 
attention to the objects and efforts of that Association, and to request your aid in its behalf. 


The overthrow of the late Rebellion, toward which the labors, expenditures, and influence 
of this Club have largely contributed, has resulted in the subversion of the whole social system 
of the South. To four millions of les es it has been a social Revolution. Accustomed to be fed, 
clothed,.@gd worked by others, they now find themselves compelled to care for themselves from 
a state of almost entire dependence they are lifted into the necessity of self-support; the words 


e, family, wages, property, have for them, for the first time, a practical meaning. This tran-— 


sition period, from Slavery to I'reedom, is of necessity a period of confusion and of sufferi ing ; their 
former masters, who should be their employers, seem indisposed to give them work; they need 
help, material aid, rudimentary education. ‘To us, who have aided in bringing about this state 
of things, they have an undoubted right to look for sympathy and assistance. 


Moreover, we owe a debt of gratitude to this colored race, which cannot by men of honor be 
ignored or forgotten. It is not too much to say, that had they proved traitors, we might even yet 
be struggling to put down the Rebellion. They covered the Rébel States with a net-work of Union 
spies; they acted as scouts and guides for our armies; they dared everything to help our soldiers 
escaping from Rebel prisons; and finally, two hundred thousand of them at Wagner, and Port 
Hudson, and Pe@ersburg, and all along the Union line of battle, from the Atlantic to the Tio 
Grande, evidenced their manhood, their heroism, and their loy alty. We stand pledged by every 
principle of justice to help these men and their families in this hour of their great need. You 
are invited to aid this Club in keeping this pledge. 


The New York National I'reedman’s Relief Association has been for four years engaged in this 
very work. Acting in full co-operation with the Freedman’s Bureau, it has transmitted large 
amounts of provisions and clothing, it has established Orphan Asylums, Industrial and other 
Schools, it has been indefatigable in every eflort to educate the Freedman into the labors and 
duties of independent citizenship. It now employs more than two hundred teachers, at an 
average cost, including transportation and ratious, of about five hundred dollars each per annum. 
We annex its roll of officers, that you may aie who have charge of this important work. 

At this time the demand for help in this direction is very great, and the Association has sent 
to this Club an official request for our aid. And if, as our Secretary of War has well said, these 
Freedmen are the wards of the loyal North, we feel sure that this appeal in their behalf will not 
be made in vain. 

An authorized Agent of this Committee will in due time visit the members of the Club to 
request their subscriptions. 


Grorcz F. Noyss, Wituram C. Bryant, 

JONATHAN STURGES, Jackson 8. Scuvrrz, 

Lucius TuckerMAN, PrtTer Cooper, 

Crartres CoLiiys, Epwarp IF, Davison, 

Gro. Briss, Jr., } Grorce Cazot Warp, 
Committee. 


[ovER.] 


% 


Hetw Dork Hatiowal Freedman’s Lelie Association. 


ORGANIZED FEBRUARY 22, 1862—INCORPORATED MARCH 23, 1869, . 


Officers’ Rooms, 76 John Street, New York. 


TRUSTEES. 
Rev. S. H. TYNG, D. D. | CHARLES COLLINS. 
WILLIAM C. BRYANT. Rev. HENRY J. FOX. 
JOSEPH B. COLLINS. | EDWARD F. DAVISON. 
CHARLES C, LEIGH. JOHN JAY. 
FRANCIS GEORGE SHAW. Dr. ELEAZER PARMLY. 
WM, ALLEN. BUTLER. KE. M. KINGSLEY. 
GEORGE C. WARD. HENRY A, DIKE. 
EDGAR KETCHUM. N. P. HALLOWELL. 
CHARLES*GOULD. J. MILLER McKIM. 
Rev. O) B. FROTHINGHAM. GEORGE F. NOYES. 
“e 
@é < ie 
OFFICERS. 

President, . . . . +. + » FRANCIS GEORGE SHAW, 76 John Street, New York. 
Vice- Presidents, . « 2. « « « BAY. & B, TENG, VD. ow, 

WM. C. BRYANT. 

JOHN JAY. 

Dre. BE. PARMLY., 
Treasurer, . . . ». . + « « JOSEPH B. COLLINS, 40 Wall Street. 
Recording Secretary, . . . . GEORGE C, WARD. 


Corresponding Secretary, . . . Rev. WM. G. HAWKINS. 

Sec’y of Hx. Comm, .. . . H.C. ESTES. 

Sec'y of Finance Comm, . . . Rev. J. Jd. WOOLSEY, to whom letters in respect to 
Agents should be addressed. 
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joe) Gmerican Missionary Association, 


Freedmen’s and Union Commission, 


69 Wassau Street, .Yew York City, 
444 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


CENTRAL OFFICES, { 


The Commission is Stittited to aid and co-operate with the people of the South, without distinction of race or color, in the 
improvement Of their condition upon the basis of frealom, industry, :ducation, and Christian morality. 


At a joint meeting of the AMERICAN UNION CoMMISSION and the AMERICAN FREEDMEN’s AID Commission, held at the 
Chamber of Commerce in the city of New York, on the 15th of December, 1865, a union of the two societies was effected, under the 
title of the FREEDMEN’S AND UNION COMMISSION,* upon the following 


BASIS OF UNION. 


1. The united Commission shall aid in the relief and education of the people of the South, without recognizing any distinction 
of race or color. No schools or supply depots shall be maintained from which any shall be excluded because of color. 


2. In this work it shall co-operate both with the people of the South, as far as practicable, and also with the Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands. 


3. The Commission shall consist of the present members of the American Freedmen’s Aid Commission, with an equal number 
to be nominated by the American Union Commission, and approved by the American. Freedmen’s Aid Commission. 


4. It is hereby referred to a Committee of fourteen, with power to mature arrangments for the assumption by the United Com- 
mission of th: present duties and engagements of the American Union Commission and the American Freedmen’s Aid Commission, and 
its respective departments, and also to prepare a more complete plan of organization to be reported to an adjourned meeting of the 
united Commission. ? . 

5. The following persons are hereby elected officers of the united Commission : 


BisHop MATTHEW Simpson, Philadelphia, President. 


REv. JosEPH P. THompson, D.D.. New York, 
WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON, Boston, Vice-Presidents. 
CHARLES G. HAMMOND, Chicago, 


6. Until the perfection of the organization, as provided for in Article IV., the Executive Committees of the two Commissions 
shall act conjointly as the Executive Committee of the united Commission—Mr. GEORGE CaABOT WARD as Treasurer, and the follow- 
ing pers ms as Secretaries: Jacosp R. SHIPHERD, LYMAN ABBOTT, J. MILLER McKim, JoHN M. WALDEN, GEORGE J. MINGINS. 


Messrs. Joseph P. Thompson, Nathan Bishop, and Lyman Abbott, of New York ; Hamilton A. Hill, of Boston; D. W. Lathrop, 
otf New Haven; E. W. Hutton, of Philadelphia; and G. P. Griffiths, of Baltimore, from the former Union Commission, and Messrs. 
William Lloyd Garrison, of Boston; J. Miller McKim and Francis G. Shaw, of New York ; Matthew Simpson and Francis R. Cope, of 
Philadelphia ; John B. Clark, of Pittsburg ; and Jacob R. Shipherd, of Washington, from the former Freedmen’s Aid Commission, were 
appointed the Joint Committee provized for in Article IV. They subsequently met, and requested Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted to act 
with them as one of the Committee, and appointed Messrs. Olmsted, Bishop, Abbott, McKim, and Shaw a sub-committee to prepare a 
plan of organization, to be submitted to a future meeting of the Joint Committee, and meanwhile to provide for assuming the obli- 
gations and cirrying on the work of the two Commissions. The latter task has been accomplished. The united Commission assumes 
the present work and engagement of the two central Commissions. The New York office will be, for the present, 69 Nassau STREET, 
CORNER OF JOHN. All moneys collected for the central treasury of either Commission, should be sent to GEORGE CaABOoT WARD, 
Treasurer, 56 Wall Street. All goods to be shipped from New York should be addressed “‘ FREDMEN’S AND UNION COMMISSION,” and 
sent to the office of the New York Branch, 76 John Street. All correspondence relating to the work of the united Commission should 
be sei to J. MILLER McKim or LYMAN ABBOTT, 69 Nassau Street, New York City, or JAcoB R. SHIPHERD, 444 I Street, Wash 
ington, D. C. 

It is not intended by this arrangement to as-ume, or in any way interfere with, the work of the various local organizations here- 
tofore connected with the Freedmen’s Aid Commission, or the American Union Commission. On the contrary, it is deemed of the 
utmost importance that this work should suffer no delay while the plan of united organization is in process of perfection. As the 
severity of winter increases, the necessity of immediate assistance is made increasingly apparent. We therefore earnestly request all 
branch and local organizations to continue in the prosecution of their work in all respects as heretofore, in connection and co-operation 
with the united Commission, except that where there are two or more such societies covering the same territory, they are requested to 
form a provisional upion in accordance with the principles of the above BAsts. New society organizations to aid in this work are 
requested to incorporate in their Constitutions the substance of Article I. of that Basis. So soon as the Committee have finished their 
labors, they will report a plan of organization for all co-operative societies, that, as the work is but one, so the principles of action and 
the method of organization may be one also. 


Newspapers receiving this are requested to inform their readers of the fact of the union. 4 


FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED, Chcirman, 
NATHAN BISHOP, 
J. MILLER McKIM, 
FRANCIS Cc. SHAW, 
LYMAN ABBOTT, 
New Yore, January 1, 1865. - 


* Tt was subsequently proposed ta restore the word “ American * in this title, and it is understood that this wil] be dons. 
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Ade ens Ao tne Crrzens of Brooklyn wy the Southern Relref Gommuurrtee. 


The existence of wide and fearful destitution at the South, among both the white and the colored population, 
is a fact patent to all who traverse or reside in that part of the country, and as fully proved as any fact can be by 
human testimony. Official reports and private correspondence combine to demonstrate it. It results not wholly, 
although in large part, from the direct destructions of war; but partly, also, from a failure to plant early enough the 
recent crops, from the want of any thorough EL iasinition of labor, and. from the general confusion of Society at 
the South. . 

This destitution is in part Puysitcat. The people need food, clothing, shelter, implements of industry, seed 
for planting, and medicines for sickness. They need these immediately, and in large amounts; and, unless they 
are supplied, the suffering for want of them must be more and more extreme, nntil, in many cases, it must termin- 
ate in death. 

The destitution is in part, also, Epucatronat. Even where schools formerly existed, the school-books have 
been destroyed, the school-houses have been burned or turned to other uses, the school-funds have. been to a great 
extent lost, the teachers scattered, and the schvols utterly broken up. And where there were none formerly for th e 
whites, and none whatever for the blacks, of course the same want continues, and can only be supplied by aid from 
without. At\the same time the desire for instruction is now .more general than ever before, among the poorer 
class of the whites; while the colored people, lately freed, according to the universal report of those who have 
seen them, hunger and thirst for such instruction with an eagerness of desire that knows no satiety. ) 

To meet, in a measure, this immense and urgent demand for both material and moral assistance, THREE In- 
stitutions have existed at the North, and have severally solicited aid from our citizens 

“THe NationaL FreEpMAN’sS Reier Association’ —of which Francis G. Shaw, Esq., is Presiden and the’ 
Rev. Dr. Tyng, with William C. Bryant and John Jay, Esqs., are Vice Presidents—seeks to supply, primarily, the 
wants of the freed people. 3 

“Tue American Union Commission ”—of which the Rev. Dr. J. P. Thompson is President, with William 
A. Booth, Charles Butler, C. R. Robert, W. G. Lambert, Esqs., and Rev. Drs. Budington, Weston, and others as 
officers—seeks to aid, primarily, the suffering whites, especially those of them who have been, or who now are, 
plainly loyal. 

“THe American Missionary Association ”—of which the Rev. Dr. Kirk, of Boston, is President, and the 
Rev. Drs. Shepard, Harris, Sturtevant, Palmer, Dutton, Beecher, and others, are Vice Presidents—seeks to send 
to tiie South, beside the preachers of religion whom it commissions, Teachers, both male and: female, who shall 
there re-establish or form new schools, shall gather into them all who desire to be taught, whether white or 
colored, shall supply books and means of instruction, and shall teach the elements of secular knowledge. It dis- 
tributes also, and has done’so for years, large amounts of both food and clothing. And for this specific work— 
wholly apart from its general Missionary operations—it seeks assistance. 

Hach of these Societies is praiseworthy in its aims, and is faithful and efficient in its administration. Each 
has some special facilities for doing the work which it undertakes. And each appeals with peculiar force to some 
of the benevolent and patriotic among our citizens. . 

But it is manifest that if all Three are simultaneously to solicit sympathy and aid, in independence of each 
other, in our community, the result will be to divide and confuse rather than to concentrate the public attention, and 
to stimulate discussion as to the special merits of each, rather than to awaken the enthusiasm of all for the com- 
mon object which each really has in view. 

[t was, therefore, in our judgment, wisely decided at the public meeting in the Academy of Music, at which 
this Committee was appointed, to have but One appeal made to our citizens on behalf of these three Societies; and 
to divide equally among them the amounts which should be raised by such an appeal. 

We call, therefore, with earnestness on every one who is interested in either of these Institutions, and on all 
who are interested in that great work which they alike seek, in their several ways, under God, to accomplish, to 
respond without delay, and with liberal gifts, to this appeal,—w ‘hich is made not on their behalf, but on behalf of the 


object which they all subserve. Let the three appeals, conpffigd ip? Me, be indeed as “a three-fold cord, which is not 
quickly broken.” ) 


¥ 


Ir you would send supplies of aid, ‘material and moral, to whites or blacks; throiighout the regions across 
‘ which armies. have marched and counter-marched with tremendous destruction—if you would help to change. this 
winter of their common gloom into a cheerful summer of content—if you would illustrate, each in his degree, the 
magnanimity ‘and humanity of this our community, which, has shown heretofore so much courage and fortitude in: 
the long and sad endurance of war—if you would now, in this hour of the greatest opportunity of the Nation, do a 
work not only for your suffering countrymen, but for your and their common Country as well, contributing to bind 
__. closer than ever the bonds of union between the North and the South, and to prepare the way for the peaceful solu- 
tion of, those vast problems presented by the sudden emancipation of tiiiions within our borders—-we entreat. you to 
“give, promptly and generously, to this. most grand and beneficent enterprise. : : 
The want is instant, and is vast. Let the response ‘be as great and as immediate as is the emergency. 


-A. A. Low; 

HH. B. CLaFLin, 
DWIGHT JOHNSON, 

SamuEL B, CALDWELT, 


. Jas. H. FroTHinexam, 


_J. B, Hourcninson, 


“+ Jd. P. “ROBINSON, 


CHARLES Norpuorr, 
THEODORE TILTON, 
' CoE ADAMS, 


Hon. J. 8S. T. STRANAHAN, 


H. W. Sage, 
ALFRED H. PORTER, 
.Tuos. T. BUCKLEY, 
S. L. Hustep,. 
Henry A. DIKE, 
JOHN T. MARTIN, 
Amos ROBBINS, 
RieLeY Ropes, 
Cuas. A. TOWNSEND, 
ALEX. M. WHITE, 
EDMUND W,. CORLIES, 
Hon. JAMES HUMPRENS. 
Cuas. E. BILL, 

E. 8S. SANDFORD, 
Bryan H. Smita, 


SAMUEL Boord, 

A. B. BaYLis, 

I. W. FROTHINGHAM, 
ALEX. McCUE, 

Sam. McLEan, 
LUTHER B,. WYMAN, 
J. W. Mason, 
AMBROSE SNow, 

W. W. ARMFIELD, 
JOSEPH S. CASE, 
HENRY SANGER, 

JOHN J. VAN NostRaNnD, 
S. B. CHITTENDEN, 

R. R. GRAVES, 

R. W. Ropes, 

JOsIAH O. Low, 
SOLON F. GoopRinés. 
WALTER 8S. GRIFFITH, 
GEo. 8. STEPHENSON, 
AuGUsTUS STORRS, 
Hon. Mosgs F. OpDELL, 
H. G. REEVE, 

E1zas LEwis, Jr., 
EDWARD CaRY, 
FRANKLIN WoopDRUFF, 


Hon. HENRY C. Murpuy, 


E. H. R. Lyman, 
JONA. OGDEN, 

Jas. H. PRENTICE, 
Dan. C, RoBBINs, 
Cuas. STORRS, 

Isaac VAN ANDEN, . 
Jas. P. WALLACE, — 
Cuas. R. Marvin, 

J. CARSON BREVOORT, 
W. W. WIcKEs, 
BENJ. D. SILLIMAN, 
L. S. BURNHAM, 
CHas. A. MARVIN, 
ARTHUR W. BENSON, 
NorMAN 8. BENTLEY, 
CoRNELIvs D. Warp, 
MILAN HURLBUT. 
SYDNEY GREENE, 
WARREN BEEBE, 
Hueu ALLEN, 

EK. 8. MILLs, 

Davip M. STONE. 
ARCHIBALD BAXTER, 
Wm. E. RoBInson, 


-J. D. McKENZIE. 
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SALE OF 


CONFISCATED REAL ESTATE 
AT THE SOUTH. 


These sales will soon begin. Loyal men in the South express an earnest wish that this 
property should not be bought by parties who have no wish to aid in the regeneration of 
the State, but only seek private gain. It may become a profitable investment to the pur- 
chaser, and yet be held for the ultimate benefit of the landless whites and blacks at the 
South. These can never fully develop themselves ungge—they become rooted in the soil as 
landowners. 

The Hon. J. C. Underwood of Alexandria, Va., Judge of the District of Eastern Virginia, 
in reply to inquiries of Prof. Woodbury, of Norfolk, Va., in relation to these sales, says: 

“The first sale of land and city property, in Norfolk, Portsmouth, and vicinity, will begin 
on the 30th of January next. This property, formerly owned by rebels, has been confiscated 
for their disloyalty and for non-payment of taxes imposed by Congress; and I think we shall’ 
sell three or four millions’ worth during the months of January and February, and I trust it 
will be purchased, as the property here (Alexandria, Va.) has been, by truly loyal men, and 
that the effect will be the same with you as with us, to wit: the making that desirable -por- 
tion of the State as loyal as New England.” 

In another communication, after expressing the wish “to see freedom and the highest 
civilization planted in the South, and the men favored who sympathize with this object,” Judge 
Underwood adds: ‘“ Now is one of God’s aes opportunities of rewarding those who have faith 
in Him, in Freedom and Humanity.” . 

These sales, comprising houses and lots in the cities named, and cultivated farms in the adjoin- 
ing counties, will commence on the 30th of January next, and will be continued until millions of 
valuable property will be disposed of. 

It is required that one-fourth of the purchase money be deposited as soon as the seoipierty is 
struck off, otherwise it will at once be resold. 

The:undersigned, earnestly desirous of the proper disposal of these lands, and having intimate 
relations with persons at the South who are fully acquainted with this property, its location, quality, 
and validity of title, are ready to act as a Commission for those who wish to make such investments. 

Full information may be obtained by addressing Lewis Tappan, 61 John Street, New-York, 
and money remitted to him for investment will be employed according to directions. 


New-York, January 14th, 1865, 
LEWIS TAPPAN. 
GEORGE WHIPPLE. 
R. R. GRAVES. ae 
SETH B. HUNT. 
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HE letter of the Rev. Mr. Monod explaining the object of his 
visit to this country speaks for itself. The Evangelical Society 
of France, which he represents, is well-known to our churches and 
has long enjoyed the benefit of their prayers and generous sympathy. 
For a third of a century it has been doing a noble work in France 
for Christ and His truth; and is destined, we trust, to do a still 
nobler work in the future. We regret to hear of its financial embar- 
rassments and sincerely hope that the mission of Mr. Monod may 
largely aid in removing them. We heartily commend his appeal to 
the confidence and liberality of all to whom it may be addressed. 

A number of ladies, warmly interested in the object, propose to 
aid it, we understand, by preparing, in the course of the summer, a 
variety of useful and ornamental articles with a view to their sale 
in the autunin. Whatever may be done in this,-or in other ways, | a 
to assist the Evangelical Society of France in carrying on its work, 
will contribute, as we believe, to the furtherance of a most worthy 
and important Christian cause. 


New York, July 18, 1865. 


GEO. L. PRENTISS, Pustor of the Church of the Covenant. 
WILLIAM ADAMS, Pastor of Madison Square Presb. Church. 
THOMAS DE WITT, D. D., Dutch Ref’d. Church. 

JOS. P. THOMPSON, Pastor of Broadway Tabernacle Church. 
ALFRED H. KELLOGG, ‘‘ “ University Place Presb. Church. 


New Lonpon, Conn., July 5, 1865. 


My Dear Mapamu,—For many days I have wished to comply with your kind 
request that I should write you a short statement in reference to the object of 
my visit to this country ; but, while traveling from place to place, for the last 


few weeks, attending and addressing public meetings, I have not been able to 
do so. 


The Union of Evangelical Churches (that is, the united free churches) of 


@ France have sent me as their delegate to the National Council of Congrega- +t; 
tional Churches in Boston, and to the General Assemblies at Pittsburg and” ~~ 


Brooklyn. I have also attended the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch 
Church at New Brunswick, bearing to all those churches, as, indeed, to all 
evangelical Christians in the United States, the expression of our brotherly 
love and heartfelt sympathy. With you we have suffered, during the last four 
years; with you, through the darkest hours, we have hoped and prayed for 
the final triumph of the righteous cause; with you we now rejoice that God 
has given you victory and peace, has purified and strengthened the nation, has 
opened a new and glorious future, not to yourselves only, but to the world. 


Seeing that I was coming to this country, the Evangelical Society of 
France requested me to represent it also, and to protract my visit during the 
summer, recommending their cause to the sympathy and support of American 
Christians. In this capacity, I have met, thus far, with a kind and cordial 
welcome in every ecclesiastical body or particular congregation that I have 
addressed. Both General Assemblies have passed a special resolution on the 
subject. Allow me to quote one of them: ‘“ Be it Resolved, That the Rev. 
Theodore Monod is hereby affectionately recommended to the confidence, and 
to the cordial and liberal assistance of all our churehes, in behalf of our breth- 
ren in France, for whom he has come to plead the cause of the Lord.” 


The Evangelical Society, now in its thirty-third year, represented in this 
country four years ago by its Secretary, Mr Fisch, and formerly by Mr. Pilatte 
and Mr. Bridel, is a Domestic Missionary Society, laboring among the Roman 
Catholic population in France. In the words of its own Constitution—* It 
has for its only object to propagate evangelical truth in France, by all the 
means that God will place at its disposal.” It sends forth evangelists and 
pastors, preaching the Gospel in its simplicity, to those who are still sitting 
in the darkness of superstition or unbelief. Their labors eventually result 
in the formation of Protestant churches, not connected with the State. They 
meet with many difficulties and discouragements, but with many tokens also 
of acceptance on the part of the people and of God’s blessing upon their work. 
The field is large and promising. The late efforts of infidelity against the 
divinity of Christ have excited a spirit of religious’ inquiry such as had never 
been known in France. But the laborers are few, and the means are scanty. 
In this last respect, we have suffered much from the American war, reducing, 
as it necessarily did, the contributions we were accustomed to receive from 
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~The $750,000. 


| Committee of the National Council in antici- 


~ | is to be raised annually, or only; for once, in a 
Special effort: nor whether the sum named 
to, be raised isadditional to. the ordinary ro- 
| ceipts of the s@tieties. helped, or merely to 
| swell their, ordinary receipts uP to this sum 
of $750,000.. 


4al matter, to be raised .once for all, doub | 
may be suggested to the minds of some as t 

utility.of this.measure. Waiving the ap 
Of these strictures as aiivcting, the 
Uhurch building enterprise, I would ask, for 
*| example, if any Jargely increased expendi- 
ture in behalf. of the American Home »Mis- 
‘| sionary Society would not seem tp necessi- 


| must be sustained, perhaps enlarged, in order 
‘| to be permanently. useful. .The sudden fall- 
| ing off, by so.large an amount, after the first 
| or. second year, would tend to embarrass and 
cripple these newly inaugnrated cfforts.— 
_Whatever.is attempted; ip. these ‘directions, 
should be sustained and vigorously. proseca- 
ted; else, tho, foundations laid, the super- 
.structure fails for want of means. It may be 
answered to this, that the surplus fands may 
be added to the. salaries of the , missionaries. 


Very well; but.is this the end .in-view...I | 


had supposed otherwise. Or, it-may be said, 
that.these large sums will, be. made annual 
,and permanent. But is that probable, it they 


-are to be additional to the ordinary, sums |- 
raised by these societies? Yet bave’ not.| 


the public aright to know? Are $750,000 


to be raised annually and extra for. these | 


2, If so, let the, Christian 
publig, haye:the fact. It may, indeed, be.said 


that the American Hume Missionary Society | 


and American Missionary Association, which 
|.are to receive $550,000, will need a part of 


sum Ww build churches and other prem- |‘ 
‘nes, “Bat. tbe otbee,selety included in this | 


enterprise has this matter, in-charge. .1t may. 
| be suggested,that. all; surplus: funds; may be 


invested for. future. .use. Yet,.is it wise, at | 


this critical time, to, burden the ‘present with 
the responsibilties of the future ?: i + 


I have read. the appeal put forth by the | 


|| pation of the effort to raise the $750,000. | 
| 1¢,does not seem clear whether..this amount | 


- But if the.sum above named is to be ate 


| go sudden an increase of income to a society 


| tate the repetition and continuance of the! 
|same? The S8ystem of agencies and methods’ 
inapapestor by, such Jarge *ppropriations / 


_ And, then, I have a further difficulty. Can 


be healthful?, Those. best acquainted slid : 
missionary operations . know that a large and 
sudden influx of funds is not necessarily a 
‘good. . If, for. instance, the Ameri¢an Home 
‘Missionary Society should have, for this year, 
aif income larger by one-third than that of 
last year; how in the~present’ acknowledged 
acarcity of ministers, could they spend, this. 
large amount economically, to say nothing of 
the disaster.of.a sudden falling off at the end | | 
of the. year. In all missionary operations, | 
whether for the heathen, or the emancipated, 
or the neglected, there is need,of a healthful 
growth and, progress. Sudden changes, wheth- 
er by swells or pabeenemy are ordinarily in- 
jurious. 
The above remarks may be somewhat mod- 
ified in their ‘application to the Missionary 


| Association. This society ought to be vigor- 
"| ously sustained in’ thé great work | istiddenly 


‘thrown upon their hands. * But can $250,-. 
000 extra be’ prudently expended next year 
by that Association? And. if so, will it not 
need the same sum, or os, the same in 


| ‘years ‘to come ?- 


‘We certainly have need dicks right « upon 


| this subject, that we may act intelligently 
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RIT SMITH TO SENATOR SUMNER. 


The negro is our friend and savior. Nay, he ts emphatically our forgiving friend and savior, For whoelse 
had so much to forgive, or was under so strong temptation to destroy those, whom he saved? How great, 
then, the folly, the sin and the absurdity of leaving wt to turn on the will of his enemies and ours, whether 
he shall be allowed to vote! And how surpassingly cruel, after all he has done and suffered for the na. 
tion, is the insult to him of: letting those enemies decide, whether he is worthy to be represented in het 
councils and to be counted as a part of the nation! 


Ba te eee 


Perénsono Febriary 5 1866. 


Hon. CHARLES SUMNER, JU. 8S. Senate, 
My peEaAR SIR; 


. I see that the House of Representatives approves, and by a very 
strong vote, the proposed Apportionment Amendment of the Constitution. I see, too, that nearly all the Mem- 
_bers, who are the most radical friends of Freedom, are included in this vote; and that there is, therefore, no room 
in the case for questioning motives, Freedom may, however, be wounded unwittingly. Nay, she may be woun- 
ded even in the house of her friends. Such is her fate in the present instance. And no less deep and dangerous 
is the wound—but, on the contrary, all the deeper and more dangerous—because inflicted by hands, which aimed 
not to harm but to help her. Moreover, though it is always consoling to be able to trace an error to the under- 
standing, the error may, nevertheless, be quite as pernicious as if the heart were involved in it. 


Will the Senate concnr with the House?—and will the States adopt the Amendment? Then, in my 
judgment, the heaviest of all her calamities will have befallen our country. In saying so, I, of course, assume 
that the Amendment will be aecepted by Congress as a substitute for its requiring negro suffrage in the Rebel 
States, and as the step, which is to be surely and speedily followed by the recognizing of those States as again 
under the Constitution, and to be, therefore, again in as unqualified enjoyment of all Constitutional rights as are 
the loyal States. : 


I never liked the Anti-Slavery Amendment. It implies or, at least, seems to imply, that the Constitution 
did not forbid the greatest of crimes—whereas by the canon of legal interpretation (,and no other was admissi- 
ble,) it did forbid it. Ishould have preferred an Amendment, that simply disallows a Pro-Slavery interpretation 
of an already Anti-Slavery Constitution. But my objection to that Amendment was as nothing compared with 
my objection to this. A disgraceful, if not indeed fatal, blot upon the Constitution and country will be this one, 
Disgraceful is it to.a,Government to license the gambling-house, even though it be on the condition of being 
aid for the license. Disgraceful to it to license the brothel or the dramshop, even though on such condition. 
ut how emphatically disgraceful for a Government to license Slavery—that crime of crimes—even though the 
consideration in return for the license be very great and the pay very tempting! This, however, is the deep dis- 
grace with which the Apportionment Amendment threatens the Constitution and the country. Much has been 
said against the selling of.“ Indulgences.” But never was there a greater nor a guiltier “ Indulgence” than that: 
which this Amendment will sell. It is true, too, that proscription from the ballot-box does not always mean 
Slavery. But it is also true that, where such: proscription is of one race by another, there is an instance where 
the proscribed are enslaved. The power, therefore, which this Amendment will give the Southern whites to’ 
withhold the ballot from the Sonthern blacks, will be their power to enslave them. If they shall withhold from 
them the ballot, they will also withhold from them freedom. But, before saying somewhat in proof of this—in 
roof of the position that for the negro to fail. of getting the ballot will be to fail of maintaining his freedom— 
it is proper to reply to those, who hold that the Rebel States will give him the ballot rather than pay the penalty 
for not giving it, which this Amendment prescribes. 


I said that the Amendment would not only be disgraceful, but that it might prove fatal. And will it not prove 
80, if the Rebel States shall elect; to deny the ballot to the negro? But that this wil! be, and, from first to last too 
their election, [cannot doubt. Many, who vote for the Amendment, agree with me that negro suffrage in the’ 
Rebel States is the condition of the nation’s salvation. But they do not agree with.me that those States will’ 
withhold it. They think that the price of withholding it is far greater than those States will consent to pay. In- 
finitely rather, however, would they pay it than forego this opportunity of dooming the negro to the loss of: his» 
ballot, and therein to the loss of: his liberty. We must remember that this reduced representation in Congress, 
is the price, which the Amendment requires the Rebel States to pay not mainly for robbing the negro of: his: 
vote but, in effect, for the. precious privilege of re-enslaving him. Pay it, therefore, would they, and with all! 
their heart, even though the loss of their entire representation in Congress were the price. 


Before the Rebellion, the South coveted a large representation in Congress—for, before that, her object: 
was to rule the nation. And she did rule it, and this, too, in the interest of Slavery. Not content with diffus- — 
ing the spirit of Slavery. over the whole land, she even hoped that its actual and material presence—its masters: 
and its slaves—might, ere long, be, not only in every Territory, but in every State also. But the advancing 
march of an Anti-Slavery civilization became too strong for her successful resistance. She had to retreat. For 
the present, at least, whatever. might have still been her ultimate aims, she was obliged to exchange her aggress- 
ive for. a protective policy; to give up her propagandism; and to make the strengthening of herself at home her 
sole concern, Hence, she formally.seceded from the nation: and; for four long and weary years, she was contin- 
ually sending up the cry: “Let me alone! Let me alone!”; “Leave mealone! Leaye me alone!” During all 
these years, ~ Nan de no desire to. be represented in our nationalcouncils: nor will she have the desirenow, any longer 
than until she shall have obtained from the President and Congress all that she needs from them to render her 
control of her negroes certain and absolute, To be left to herself is the one thing she longs and labors for. To 
be undisturbed from abroad, and left to do what she will at home—in other words, what she will with her ne- 
groes—is as emphatically all she now cares for, as it was during the Rebellion. Her heart is unchanged, The 


North could have changed it by an example of devotion to freedom and principle. But the poor party-bound 
and expediency-serving North is incapable of setting such an example. Never was the spirit of Secession 
stronger in the South than it is this day :~-and sédreely any thing could the nation do, that would more fully and’ 
effectually fall in with this spirit, than will the adoption of this Apportionment Amendment— of this Amendment: 
under which the South will have nothing to lose and every thing to gain. Then, too, the less representa- 
tion the South shall be allowed in our national councils, the less will she be concerned with the affairs of the 
pation, and the more, therefore, will her interest be concentrated upon herself and upon what is peculiar to her, 
and especially upon her idol of Slavery. Here, then, is one objection to the Amendment. — It goes to hinder 
the identification of the South with the nation. Another, and by far the gravest of all objections, is that they, 
whom it leaves unrepresented, are deeply wronged and cruelly insulted by such an ignoring of their manhood. 
What a mean as well as great crime against the scores of thousands of black men, who took up arms to save the 
nation, and without whom it would not have been saved, is this shutting of them out from the representation ! 
Is the reply—that they would gain nothing by being represented, so long as they have not the ballot? Most un- 
satisfactory reply! For who but the nation is responsible for their not having it? Who but the conqueror shall 
decide what is due to the brave men who so essentially helped to make him conqueror? Surely, it is not for 
their and his euemies to decide it. 


No small evidence that it is the duty of the Government to require of the Southern States the enfran- 
chisement of the negro, as one of the conditions precedent to their being again recognized as Constitutional 
States, and as again having all the Constitutional rights of loyal States, is that even Thaddeus Stevens is driven 
to the doctrines of the Democratic Party to find an argument against that duty. This Party holds that those. 
States have now, and that, notwithstanding their Rebellion, have ever had such Constitutional rights : and that, 
hence, the Federal Government is not at liberty to interfere with their disposal of the elective franchise. Mr. 
Stevens, strange to say, falls in with the Democratic Party at this point, when making his speech for the Appor- 
tionment Amendment. It is quite trying enough to hear this sophistry from that unprincipled Party. But that 
Thaddeus Stevens should presume to abuse our patience with it is quite unbearable. Hitherto, he has been 
altogether sound and manly at this point---claiming for the Government the rights of the conqueror, and that 
they who, in their folly and wickedness, had flung away the Constitution, were to be restored to rights under it no- 
tarther and no faster than the conqueror willed. It is true that Mr. Stevens does, in some degree, atone for his 
wide departure from his sound habit at this point by reasserting, as he does before he gets through his Speech, 
the doctrine of the Republican Party that the Rebel States had so far broken their relations to the Union as to 
have forfeited their Constitutional rights. 


But this is not the only instance in which Mr. Stevens takes ground with the Democratic Party. He 
had, as I believe, always held that voting is a natural right, and also that the loyal negroes are infinitely better 
qualified for it than are the rebels. But, alas, in this unhappy Speech, he yields to the temptation of saying | 
with the Democrats that the negroes are not fit to vote. Whilst he would let the rebels vote forthwith—for 
that would, of course, be the case under this Amendment—he is for putting the negroes upon a probation of not 
only “four or five years,” but, in effect, upon a probation of as many more years as their rebel enemies may 
choose. | 

When a Republican advocate of the very remarkable intellect and ingenuity of Thaddeus Stevens finds 
himself in such “ Help-rae-Cassius-or-I-sink” straits, as compel him to look for succor tothe Democratic Party 
and its absurd theories, the whole werld may be entirely sure that the cause he has been’so unfortunate as to 
espouse is a very bad one. Pinay 


I need say nomore than I had said to justify my certainty that the South will, notwithstanding the Amendment’s 
— for her doing so, withhold the ballot from the negro. I proceed to show that such withholding will be fol- 
owed by his enslavement. Our paper abolition of Slavery, if, indeed, we have even so much, will not suffice to 
wean the South from slaveholding, so long as we are guilty of leaving ballotless and helpless her millions of Jabor- 
ers, and of thus making them a very easy, as well as a very tempting, prey to those whose life-long habit is slavehold- 
ing. What will there be to hinder their enslavement? Will the Government maintain a standing army in the 
South to protect these millions from falling again under the yoke of Slavery? Neither the Government, nor 
the people back of the Government and controlling the Government, would consent to the vast expense; nor 
would they, so far as the spirit and policy of the Democratic Party obtained, consent to such an alleged invasion 
of State Sovereignty. Moreover, neither the people nor the Government, who can be guilty of stripping a race 
of all political power, would be found to care enough for that race to protect it from Slavery. The enslavement 
of the black laborers of the South will surely come if this Amendment shall be adopted. It may not come im- 
mediately. For the sake of decency, and to stand less unfavorably in the world’s judgment, the South may 
tolerate some delay, as well as much circuitousness, in reaching this end. But she will surely reach it—and not 
loug hence. 


{ have shown how futile would be the reliance on a standing army to prevent the enslavement of the Southern 
negro. I proceed to ask, whether he would find means in his property to prevent it. The exclusive possessors 
_ of political power will see to it (,indeed, they are already seeing to it,) that the negro shall have no landed prop- 
erty. ‘They will also take good care that he shall have very little of any other kind of property. Again, will 
the Courts be open to his complaints? If at all, only nominally so; and, very svon, not even that. Judges and 
jurors, being chosen by those who wield the ballot and whose first aim will be so to wield it as to keep down the 
proscribed race, will quite certainly be men having little respect for human rights under an African skin. 


The chief reason why I could never join in the great general joy over the Anti-Slavery Amendment of 
the Constitution, is my disbelief that any change in any Paper can suffice to protect a race from Slavery. They 
must be in circumstances to defend themselves from falling a prey to the monster before they can be secure from 
that fate. But in such circumstances they can never be, so long as. they have no political rights, nor (,as a neces- 
sary consequence,) any civil rights. The ballot in the hand of the Southern negro would be his infinitely more 
efficient protector than a Constitution however Anti-Slavery. “ 


I said that the Southern negro will be allowed to have very little property. Nevertheless, it will be fully 
taxed. For taxing the little possessions of the every-way-crippled and outraged blacks—and, this too, even to 
sustain schools from which black children are excluded, is a meanness of which American whites, North as well 
as South, have ever shown themselves capable. Unrepresented though the Southern negro will be, he will not 
be left untaxed: and this they understand full well, who favor the Amendment, which permits this oppression. 
Our Revolutionary Fathers felt that taxation without representation was just cause for war. But in this Amend- 
ment their degenerate sons open wide the door for the perpetration of this flagrant injustice. Flagrant as it is 
-however, the injustice in this case is but against the negro :—and not even the Republican Party, as its represen- 
_ itatives in Congress prove, has, as yet, grown into the belief, that the negro is a man. — 


I see that the colored schools at the South are much relied on to bring up the negro toa level where he 
cannot be denied the right to vote. This is another of the many delusions by which the friends of Freedom 
will be reconciled to this ruin-working Amendment. Another amazing thing in the Speech I have referred to 
is Mr. Stevens’ assumption, that these schools will, notwithstanding this Amendment, exist and flourish. Let 
the Reve! States be reconstructed on any however fair-seeming basis, into which negro-voting does not enter, 
and the colored schools at the South wilt be immediately. broken up, and the benevolent men and women, who 
went down from the North to teach in them, will, if not prevented by the prison or the gallows, hurry back for 
their lives. Where, in all the South, before the Rebellion, could the out-spoken friend of equal rights escape 
outrage? Is he less hated now, that he should escape it now? Is the negro, for whom he pleads, less hated 


now? Nay, they are both more hated. The part of both against the Rebels has made both more hated by the 
Rebels. : , | 


At the North, as well as at the South, political power is adequate to enslave those who have it not. 


Happily, at the North, the will is not combined with the power. But at the South the power, which this Amend- 
ment gives to enslave, will not lack a will to enforce it. | 


Many console themselves with the need that there will be no more Chattel Slavery. The South may 
prefer another kind of Slavery—perhaps a kind similar to, if not identical with, that te which she is now begin- 
ning to subject her negroes. She will consummate what she has already begun as soon as she shall have obtained 
from the President and Congress ‘all she wants from them: and especially as soon as she is freed from the res- 
training presence of national troops. The consummation cannot, however, be far off if this Amendment is adop- 
ted. I-said that the South may prefer another kind than Chattel Slavery. If, however, she shall prefer the lat- 
ter, what will there be to hinder her from having it ? The Democratic Party will unite with her for it :—and 
against this close and effective union there will be nothing but the Republican Party, disgraced and weakened 
by the mistaken and cowardly measures, which sacrifice the legitimate fruits of the country’s hard-earned victory. 
This Party, if only courageous and wise enough to listen to the calls and claims of that victory, would have 
remained a strong and an honorable Party. Had it not been sunk in cowardice and folly, it would have hast- 
ened to enfranchise the black South, and to neutralize, in this wise, the vote of the white South. 


{ do, indeed, abhor Chattel Slavery :—nevertheless not more than certain other kinds of Slavery. Nay, 
it has such alleviations in the interest and, oftentimes, in the affection of the master and his family, as go far to 
make it less abhorrent than those other kinds. 


How idle the hope, so often expressed, that the tendency of things at the South will: be such as, after a 
very few years, to give her blacks access to the ballot-box! Just the reverse will be this tendency. The indis- 
position to do them justice will be constantly increased by the exercise of absolute power over them. This 
Amendment adopted, and they will never get suffrage, until a bloody Revolution shall bring it tothem. For 
all the horrors of that Revolution God and History will hold this duty-shirkmg Republican Party responsible. 
What, however, if these blacks should, after a few years and without bloodshed, be allowed to vote—would the 
Hell, in which this Party would be responsible for keeping them those few years, be a proper reward at the 
hands of the nation for their geuerous and costly sacrifices to save it ? 


I hardly need write any more. Indeed, what I have written had, perhaps, quite as well been left unwrit- 
ten. It is but too probable that all you and other senators may speak and all that writers may write for the sal- 
vation of the nation will be in vain. The nation with her flinty heart still unbroken by a penitent sense of her 
oppressions of the poor—the nation still uncured, even by the very horrid war from which she has just emerged, 
of her pride of race on the one hand and her contempt and hatred of race on the other, must, I strongly fear, 
continue to drift on toward another and even still more horrid war—a war of races. From the day of President 
Johnson’s GREAT MISTAKE—the GREAT MisTAKE Of basing Peace and Reconstruction on a caste-policy and on a skin- 
deep distinction of rights—from that early day in his Administration it has, perhaps, been impossible to save the 
nation. Down to that day the defeated South had indulged no higher expectation than the trembling one of 
saving her lives and homes. But, now, she took hope that even the old order of things was to be substantially 
restored. At once she entered upon the re-enslavement of her negroes, and, at once, began to manifest her im- 
patience with every thing, be it the Freedman’s Bureau, the presence of national troops, or aught else, which: 
interfered with the progress of this her one work. At once too, the Democratic Party fell in with this impa- ~ 
tience, and proved that its sympathy with its old ally had not been diminished by the Rebellion. That the 
Republican Party was demoralized by this great mistake of the President is but too clearly, indicated by this 
disastrous vote of the House of Representatives on the Apportionment Amendment. Had the President en- 
tered upon his high office with the conviction burning in his soul, that “a man’s a man,” however conditioned or 
colored, no such Amendment, nor any thing in its place short of the instant demand for negro suffrage, would 
have been so much as thought of. But, now alas, both Congress and the people will but too probably indorse, 
and virtually repeat, the President’s great mistake. I do not forget that the Amendment in question is claimed 
to be a protest against the caste-spirit. Sufficient, however, for its utter condemnation is the fact that instead 
of prohibiting, it permits, the indulgence of this accursed spirit. 

What a folly, as well as crime, to put the political power of the South into the hands of the disloyal instead 
of the loyal; into the hands of our enemies and destroyers, however intelligent they may be, instead of the 
‘hands of our friends and saviors, however ignorant they may be! And what an absurdity it will be for Con- 

gress, after having perpetrated this folly, to take steps to fortify the national debt and insure its payment! As 
if that debt, when left to the disposal of Rebel and Deuscirsite votes, would ever be paid! Asif any thing short 
of negro voting could save that debt from the virtual repudiation with which it is already threatened! And let 
me here add that, although the doing of partial justice to the negro sufficed to save the nation in War, it will 
nevertheless he only by doing him full justice that it can be saved in Peace. Nay, it is only, in this wise, that 
there can be Peace. The Peace, which does not include this full justice, will be as subject to the eruptions of 
war, as is a volcano to the belchings of its restless contents. 


I have spoken of the crushing effect of this Amendment on the negro. Well nigh as crushing will it be 
on the white Unionist at the South. His protection, as well as the negro’s, until the great battle-day comes, could 
be only — negro’s ballot. Hence he will retreat to the North, unless he shall elect to stay and fight by the 
negro’s side. : 

Many fall in with this caste-policy and these Pro-Slavery measures, because they feel interested to appear 
to love the South. Some because they really love her. Itoo love her;—and it is because. Ido that I am 
opposed to this policy and these measures. tt is as much in the spirit of kindness to her that I oppose them, as 
it is in that spirit that I oppose her being punished for going to war against us. A more afflicted and wretched 


people cannot be found than will be the people of the South, if-this caste-policy and these Pro-Slavery measures 
shall be allowed to go into full effect. ; | 


I vcferred.to. my opposition to the punishment of the South: I have no patience with this persistent clamor 
Yor.that panishment., The North, by its.Pro-slavery, and its doctrine of State Sovereiguty, made itself nearly if . 
not quite as guilty as the South of the Rebellion. . Ib was out of the general demoralization: and general wicked -.. 
ness of the people, North as well as South, that the Rebellion grew; and I would, therefore, no more have the. : 
South.thaa the North.punished:ior it. Moreover, I still fall in with the irresistible arguments of those most: , 
enlightened and most.authotitative publicists who.hold that.in those.instances, where the Rebellion rises, into . 
the. dimensions and character of a civil war, the guilt of treason, and consequently all punishment for. it, should. 
‘he-held to haye ceased. Let me add in this eqnnexion, that the proposition to single out Jefferson Davis, and;, 
to. punish the whole Confederacy in. him,.is, another proof that.the education of the old worid, where great.., 
account is made of the leader and little of the masses, still lingers.in.the new. It. may be fitting. that, im aristo-.. 
cratic and monarchical Enrore, the leader should be held responsible for the people. But in Democratic Amer- 
ica, where the people choose the leader, it is the people rather than the leader that is, the responsible party. 


IL hardly:need repeat for the thousandth time that I. would have those Rebels punished, who violated. the . 
law of war. Their punishment should, of course, be under that law. It cannot: be rightfully: under :any otber.: 
It Jefferson Davis has violated it, let him be tried by a Military Commission, _ But to try him for treason. there 
is-no right: and, if tried for it there wonld be, as there should be, a prompt acquittal. 


But, whilst, with the above exception, there should be no punishment. for the past of the South, there, i 
nevertheless, should be: oe guarantees for the future security of the nation. Such security, however, there: 
cannot be-—neither for the North: nor the South—if the blacks: of the South are denied the ballot. 


T notice that a common excuse amongst the friends of Freedom for favoring.this Apportionment Amend - 
ment, is that we can get nothing better. I know not how that may be. But I do know. that we can get noth- 
ing much worse; and that it would be far better to get nothing than to get this.. Alas, how.low is. the public. 
sensé and standard of Justice and Freedom, that the strong vote for this Amendment should be so widely claimed. 
as the triumph of Justice and Freedom ! 


I notice, too, that the opposition of the Abolitionists to this Amendment is, as was all that they formerly... 
said and did, set down to their fanaticism. That they were, or that they are, fanatics, I leave others to judge. 
But that’ thousands of their opponents have, at last, confessed themselves to be fools for refusing to listen to.. 
= peg wisdom and warning, which the Abolitionists were for thirty years pouring into,dead ears, is. 

nown to all. | 

To go for absolute moral truth ‘is to incur the reproach of fanaticism. But better: this reproach than to 
avoid it by mingling falsehood with the truth. For, after all, this diluting of truth in order to give it currengy, 
and this basing of legislation upon a half right and a half wrong, is a very poor employment for the noble being. 
whom God has made in His own image, and made therefore, to respond to pure truth and entire justice, 


With great regard 
your friend 
GERRIT SMITH. 
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AMERICAN UNION COMMISSION, 


14 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YORK CITY. 
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The work of the war is ended. The work of peace begins. The work of destruction of the last four years, terrible but 
necessary, must be followed by an era of construction even more sublime. In the regions which war has desolated, a free 
Christian State must be reared. 


The work of re-construction is partly political; and this will require the highest wisdom of our statesmen. It is 
partly religious ; and for this every Christian denomination is preparing. But there is also a great intermediate work of 
patriotism and philanthrophy, neither political, or denominational. Thousands of homeless wanderers, destitute, utterly 
wretched, require temporary relief; thousands have been already provided by this Commission with permanent homes and 
employment, and many more still need assistance. 


Comprehensive and systematic measures are now required to re-establish industrial, social and educational systems in 
the States which have been the theatre of the war. Desolated homes must be rebuilt, farms must be stocked and supplied 
with seed and implements; emigration of a right character must be stimulated and guided; schools must be opened, and 
furnished with the necessary apparatus; free school systems must be organized and established; and the intelligence and 
patriotism of the whole people must be furthered by a well conducted press. 


These measures of social re-organization should be superintended mainly by persons of undoubted loyalty, of practical 
wisdom, and positive sympathy with freedom, who have long resided in the regions to be thus benefited, and who are familiar 
with the temper and habits of the people. But aid and co-operation from the citizens of the more prosperous States will be 
greatly needed and gladly welcomed. To afford that aid and co-operation the American Union Commission is organized. 


It consists of a Central Commission, having its office in New York City, with branches already organized in Boston, 
Baltimore, Chicago, Cincinnati, Nashville, Richmond and Charleston. In its ogigin it had the sanction of. President Lincoln ; 
it now enjoys the cordial approbation of President Johnson ; it receives fro a A War Department transportation and other- semana 
facilities so far as is consistent with the public service; and in providing for refugees, it is in hearty co-operation with the 
Bureau for Refugees and Freedmen, who are still, as heretofore, dependent on voluntary contributions, through benevolent 
societies, for needful assistance. Its object is defined with precision by the following fundamental article of its Constitution, 


‘‘The American Union Commission is constituted for the purpose of aiding and co-operating with the people of those portions of 


the United States which have been desolated and impoverished by the war, in the restoration of their civil and social condition, upon 
the basis of industry, education, freedom, and Christiun morality.” 


In the prosecution of this general purpose, the Commission contemplates the following specific objects: 
1.—The relief of immediate want and suffering by the distribution of food, clothing and medicine. 


2.—The restoration and encouragement of domestic industry, by assisting the people to obtain seed, implements, and 
improved farming utensils, and other machinery. 


8.—The encouragement of a healthful emigration, by the publication of trustworthy information as to the character 
and price of lands. 


4.—The introduction of accredited teachers to local agencies, assistance in the establishment of permanent systems of 
public education, and, when necessary, the temporary maintenance of schools by voluntary contributions. 


5.—The encouragement of a patriotic devotion to the Union and Liberty, by assisting to establish an intelligent and 
independent press. 


This work is one not of charity but of patriotism. We have but one country. In the wihaee of every part of the 
United States all Americans possess an equal interest. The nation cannot enjoy prosperity while one half the land remains 
crippled, desolated. We appeal then to all Americans to unite in the work of restoring the civil and social institutions of 
the country. We ask the clergy, who have so well instructed their people in the duty of patriotic self sacrifice, to instruct 
them in the no less imperative duty of patriotic beneficence. We urge the women of America to continue in behalf of their 
destitute countrymen, the labors which have so abundantly provided for the soldier. And in the name of all lovers of their 
oomeiry, we proffer | to | the loyalista of the South, in their difficult task of restoration, © our av sympathies -_ material aid... 


See 


NATIONAL COMMISSION. 


7 


Rev. JOSEPH P. THOMPSON, D.D., - - - President. | H. M, PIERUE, Esq, - - - 
Rev. LYMAN ABBOTT,.- - - - - >= Cor. Sec. A. V. STOUT, Esq., - - 
T. G. ODIOBNE, Esq., Cinefnnati, Western Sec. | G. W. LANE, Esgq., 


NEW ENGLAND BRANCH. MARYLAND BRANCH. © 


Office, 165 Pearl Street, Boston. | Office, 89 and 91 West Baltimore Streef, ‘Baltimore. 


MARTIN C. BRIMMER, Esq., - - - Chairman Exec. Com. | G. 8. GRIFFITH, Esq, - - - - .- +, @President. 
Rey. H. A. MILES, a hag aE Re A Cor. Sec. i Rev. F. ISRAEL, - Ces ETE oe Cor, Sec. 


wens ne ee 
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i | WESTERN BRANCH. Ss NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. es 
Cincinnati, Ohio. | 90 Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 
S> 17.G.ODIORNE,Esq, - - - - - = - President. Mrs. H. M. TRACY CUTLER, - - - ~-_ -, President. 


JOHN D. CALDWELL, - *- Sec. Mrs. H. W.COBB, - - - - - 


Ww 


RICHMOND BRANCH. 
NASHVILLE BRANCH. 


HORACRL. KENT, - - - 3 - 
Hon. E. ROOT, - - President and Agent for Middle Tennessee. DAVID TURNER, - - - - - 
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American Gract Society, 
: ( instituted at Boston, in 1814, ) 


NEW-YORK DEPOSITORY, No. 13 BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLAOE, N. Y. 


WILLIAM A. BOOTH, Esa., or New-York, President. 
Rev. JOHN W. ALVORD, Secretary. 
JOHN G. BROUGHTON, Depositary. 


munications ae to the operations of the Society, and donations, may be sent to Rev. 
rm W.. ALY 
TQ remit ves for the Publications of the Society may be obtained by addressing 
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